Academic Profile Code (APC)


*** REQUIRED FOR ALL NPS, 810, and 811 PROGRAMS:

     The Academic Profile Code (APC) is a three-digit code which summarizes pertinent portions of an officer's prior college performance. The Naval Postgraduate School (NPS) routinely generates APCs for officers who have official transcripts on file with the school, usually within three years of commissioning. The three independent digits reflect an individual's cumulative grade-point average (QPR), exposure to and performance in calculus-related mathematics courses and exposure to and performance in selected science/engineering areas.

The NPS Admissions office evaluates applicants based on three criteria. The result is the assignment of an Academic Profile Code (APC). This is a three-digit code, which summarizes pertinent portions of a student's prior college performance. The three independent digits reflect an individual's cumulative grade-point average (Quality Point Rating), exposure to and performance in calculus-related mathematics courses and exposure to and performance in selected science/engineering areas.

First Digit

The first digit indicates overall academic performance based on a recalculated* GPA from all previous college transcripts. The first digit is derived from the following table:

	Code
	QPR Range

	0
	3.60-4.00

	1
	3.20-3.59

	2
	2.60-3.19

	3
	2.20-2.59

	4
	1.90-2.19

	5
	0.00 -1.89


*Failures and repeated courses are included in the QPR calculation.

Second Digit

The second digit represents mathematical background according to the following criteria:

	Code
	Meaning

	0
	Math Major/Minor, Quantitative Economics Degree with B or better average; math taken less than or equal to 7 years ago.

	 
	(Math Major or strong Math Minor)

	1
	Lower Level, Upper Level, Linear Algebra with a GPA of at least a 3.5; math taken less than or equal to 5 years ago.

	2
	Lower Level, Upper Level with average between C+ and B+; math taken less than or equal to 5 years ago. No Linear Algebra.

	3
	Lower Level Calculus Sequence with a C or better; or if math taken greater than 5 years ago.

	4
	Calculus for Business/Social Sciences with a C or better. 1 Lower Level Calculus Course with at least a C-. 2 pre-Calculus Courses with a B+ or better.

	5
	At least one pre-Calculus with C- or better grade.

	6
	No pertinent college-level math with a grade of C- or better.


*All math courses from calculus through post-calculus are considered when evaluating the transcripts for the second digit. A minimum calculus sequence is Calculus I and II.

Third Digit

The third digit represents previous course coverage in science and technical fields according to the following criteria:

	Code
	Meaning

	0
	Significant pertinent upper-division technical courses with B+ or better average.

	1
	Significant pertinent upper-division technical courses average between C+ and B.

	2
	Complete calculus-based physics sequence with B+ or better average.

	3
	Complete calculus-based physics sequence with average between C+ and B.

	4
	At least one calculus-based physics course with C or better grade.

	5
	No pertinent technical courses.


A first digit code of 0, 1, 2 or 3 (as appropriate) will be assigned only if transcripts provided exhibit at least 100 semester-hours or 150 quarter-hours of actual graded classroom instruction. Grades of Pass/Fail, Credit/No Credit will not count toward the 100/150 hour requirement.

A technical code of 1 or 0 ordinarily is assigned only to an officer whose undergraduate major was Physics, Aeronautical, Electrical, Mechanical or Naval Engineering, or whose undergraduate technical major is consistent with the officer's designated occupational specialty. General Engineering degrees and Engineering Technology degrees are specifically excluded from this list of engineering degrees. 

Example
An APC of 221 indicates a total grade point average for all college courses in the interval 2.60-3.19, a complete sequence in calculus with an average between C+ and B and a major in physics or pertinent engineering area with upper-division courses with an average between C+ and B.

Those without qualifying APCs and seeking PG opportunities may qualify for entry into these curricula by completing suitable courses at any regionally accredited civilian college or university. Official transcripts (not grade reports) of work done at civilian schools must be forwarded to:  
Director of Admissions 
Code 01C3

Naval Postgraduate School

 1 University Circle, Room He- 022

 Monterey, CA 93943-5100
to effect an APC change. The transcripts must be in a sealed envelope mailed directly from the school. The grades in all courses completed will be used to revise an officer's APC but it is recommended that you confirm with NPS the course you are planning on taking is viable for APC calculation revision prior to registering. NPS Admissions can be contacted through the following email address: grad-ed@nps.edu.

Those officers who do not have an APC code must request an academic record evaluation (which produces the APC) be done by the Director of Admissions at NPS. APCs are now generated through an online application which can be found at: http://www.nps.edu/Academics/Admissions/ApplyOnline/ApplyNow.html In addition, sealed official transcripts of all undergraduate and graduate course work to date (degree & non-degree) be sent to:  
Director of Admissions (Official Transcripts)

 Code 01C3

 Naval Postgraduate School

 1 University Circle, Room He-022

Monterey, CA 93943-5100

Once calculated, the Admissions Office will notify NPC and the individual.  Your APC should appear on your ODC (block 47) within 2 weeks to four weeks after you are notified.  During certain times of the year it may take longer. 
 In some unique cases, an applicant’s record may not contain enough graded credit hours to evaluate and generate an APC. For example, officers may have significant enlisted time with military training that counts as credit hours. In this case, the applicant can request a waiver from the cognizant academic Department at NPS via the Director of Admissions. Only the Department may grant the waiver, based on a recommendation from the Director of Admissions. If an APC is established and the minimum acceptable APC is not met, an officer may be eligible for an Academic Improvement Program (AIP) which provides the officer with a plan to improve their APC.  Improving the first digit is very difficult. Taking an additional math course or re-taking a math course is the easiest way to improve the second digit.  A waiver of the second digit is possible if requested via the Director of Admissions and granted by the Department.     

Helpful NPS Web Link
NPS:  

http://www.nps.edu/
